PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE
Address of the President of Ukraine

to the Ukrainians worldwide and to the international community

on the occasion of commemoration of the 75th anniversary of Holodomor 1932-1933 in Ukraine

I address myself to you on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the most tragic event in the history of the Ukrainian people – Holodomor of 1932-1933. 

For decades has tried to make its way through the truth about the crime of genocide purposefully committed by the Stalinist regime on the Ukrainian fertile land.  

I bow to all those who were not silent silence in the years when Soviet-subdued Ukraine was bound by fear, when the world preferred to stay in placid ignorance about one of the most horrible crimes against humanity. 

Only after having liberated itself from the fetters of the communist totalitarianism, the independent Ukraine could speak out about assault on the existence of the entire people perpetrated in the remote thirties of the last century. 
Nowadays the truth about Holodomor becomes inheritance of the international community worldwide. I can not be concealed any more. The gloom of the Stalinist’ night of 1932-1933 is being finally revealed. 

Holodomor has already been recognized a crime and condemned by numerous countries and international organizations, by regional governments, parliaments and municipal councils all over he world. 

My deep consideration and gratitude for humanism and solidarity with millions of innocent victims of the genocide. 

The international support consolidates our faith that historical truth will be restored, it strengthens our will to achieve it in its plenitude.  

The world community shall realize that one will not succeed in averting crimes against humanity in the future unless the crimes of the past are condemned.

We are not talking about what the world would have done the 75 years ago if it had known all the truth. We are speaking about what it shall do nowadays as a token of respect for those perished and those, who managed to survive the pandemonium of Holodomor.

On 22 November in Kyiv the millions of candles, lighten by Ukrainians in memory of their compatriots tortured to death by starvation, will merge together with the flame of ‘the Unquenchable Candle’, which went through 33 countries of the world and all Ukraine having taken in the fire of hearts of the whole-hearted peoples from different countries and nations.

I call upon everyone, who is not insensible to mercy, compassion and justice, who strives for the victory of good over evil, to light up a candle of memory and together with us to commemorate the victims of Holodomor.

Ukraine remembers! The world recognizes!

Viktor YUSHCHENKO

